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March 8 DMarch 31, 2007
Opening Reception Saturday March 10 3-5pm

ReesShad Mote «ill fromVideo Ingallation

February 21, 2007BNew York, NY. TheRhondaSchdler Studio is proudto present
Live Free or Die curated by RhondaSchdler and Dave Jaquish from March 8 BMarch
31,2007 On display in word and imageare 27 contemporary artists from aroundthe
county.

This exhibition explores the yearningswithin the human soul for expression & release,
dignity & freedom Exhibiting artist@ work in a variety of media from video to oil, steel
to encaudic. They represent many cultures and give expression to impulses centered on
politics, control, persond freedom, and spiritud rebirth.

To force theconsderation of passive observation and its ramifications artist Rees Shad
asks usto consde when are we as citizensresporsible for the actionsof our elected
officials. In hisvideo ingallation Mote, Shad draws comparisonsbetween current
members of the Bush administration and figures from variousforms of German and
American media. Using avideo game controller, images of Minnie Mouse, an
androgynousblack face in profile, and agold teeth grill, Minnie® Fetish by artist Cullen
B. Washington Jr. engages usin dialoguesurrourding the quest of freedomin America
and our meansof achievingit. He questionswhether the cos of our authentic identity is
pat of the American dream, usng references to social addictionsand consumerist
fantasies.

Gregory O’Toole’s Theft in a Poor Fad Foolish Nation, is a satire on the messages of
mass mediatoday, and asks the viewer to make thaer own condusonsaboutwha is
significant in thisworld.
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His collaged panting with mixed media and Indiaink utilizes foundmessages of text,
audio, video and still images juxtaposed agang their own or mismatched advertisement
and hewsOimagery. Jenny Pompe embedstext in textiles, and asks how does the
vehicle carrying a paticular text affect its reading and meaning? With her window
curtain, Sophstry made specifically for theexhibition, theartist embroidered on voile
excerpts of the current administrationsspeeches and press conferences.

Warhead #16 by phoographe Diane Bush specifically targets the media. Warhead #16
is pat of aseriestha combines the macro-phoobgraphsshetook off the TV set, onefor
every day of thefirst Gulf War (43 days) with bleach and potassium ferry cyanide thrown
onto theprints, bringing thereality of destructioninto the medium and the message
Cartoonist Paul D. Candelaria uses the editorial cartoonto express his bdief tha to live
freeisto never to haveto fear spesking thetruth. In themodean erawhen asmpleline
drawing may be seen asacrimind act, and engender death threats, can hedare being
heard?

Corie J. Cole’s Untitled Decorative Object #1 a ceramic sculpture of George W. Bush as
arevolutionay freedomfighter asks usto consder some of the complexities and
difficulties of undestanding, living and workingin afree county. Caroline Holder
states that freedom like other absolute ideals is a complex propostion, and wondesif it
can rise aboveits rangeof meanings In he 6pcceramic dinneg service Homeland
Insecurity she asks can we ever be completely free and till fundion as members of a
sodety? Thecomplexities of faith and purpose areilluminated in John Sumner’s black
and white phobgraph Priest in Jerusalem. Midg thefrantic hudle of pilgrims searching
for truth, freedomand salvationin Israel @ old city, Sumner captures the unneving
glance of thepriest, as hefloas aongthelabyrinth streets.

Rina Peleg® Idol Family in Pain sprang from her toysr usseries, where she uses
recycled thrift shop newspape's and magazine articles of JohnF. Kennaly and hisfamily,
in combinaion with clay and resin to memorialize a symbol of freedom, what hefought
for, died for, and within theform of atoy car Bhisentombment and burial. Asterio
Tecson’s monumental oil on canvas Central Park-Fragments of Remembered Time,
which took amog ayear for theartist to complete, is a montage of American pottraits
and images from history and sodety, donein marvelousrealistic detail, theviewer is
asked to consder the choices, contradictionsand consequences of our way of life, and the
pursuit of creative freedom Dasha Ziborova was bom andraised in theformer Soviet
Union, and quit giving any political or sodal meaning to theword freedomalongtime
ago. Her works, Lag Weekend 1 & 2, ddicate renderingsof fantastical creatures both
human and animal invite usto release judgnent and stereotypes tha imprisonthe
imaginaion, as sherefuses to sink into a shagpe of mind and decreed vision other than her
own.

Inng Storm #2 acrylic on canvas by Fernando Ferreira de Araujo reflects an intuitive
process, where we enter theworld of the artist, and his persond struggle to achieve
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ingght and evolve freely throughpanting. His beautiful abgract landsapeinvites us
into a contemplative moment of our own making. Angie Deal is an abgract panter, who
states that freedomis her ability to paint and express herself withoutholding back; to
create art withoutimposed boundaies. Her unrestrained watercolor Untitled # 3 isan
expression of thetenson between theintuitive inner drive and theformal canvas.

Barthelemy Atsin takes hisingpirationfrom life experiencesin an unpredictable world
where nothing is promised. He statesto live freely isto create persondly connected
pieces of art by usng a variety of artistic forms withoutlimitation. Hisacrylic and oil
panting Billie Holidayis an ingpired portrait of beauty and compassion, and captures the
unpredictable element of talent and emotion. Monique Luck’s Madewith Dug bringsus
into anothe world, onein which possibilities are held onto, regardless of circumstances.
Her mixed media on canvas consders the growth of goodseeds even when planted in
'bad dirt', the oppatunities awaiting an unbomn child, and aboutliving anyway Beven
when al you have to offer isthe same world given to you.

Endure by Karen Gutfreund uses encaudic and theddfinitionsof theword endure
situaed within the chained female form onlightbox. Working with hopein adversity,
theartist states tha we who bdieve will endure and effect change Karen Abboud states
tha freedomexists only in moving throughthe present moment. A resident of New
Orleans and a Katrinasurvivor her enigmeatic and podic encaudic assemblage Undea B
Flow series deals with theremembrance of being and theleveling of self, asreflected by
thewaters of thelevees as they ebbed and flowed.

Kathleen Moore@ oil paintingsshow ustha living life in freedom and self-expression
are manifest ways of living in genuineness. Her SoundOut and In Blessed Traditions
speaksto thetruth shefindslivingin Spirit. Carol Goebel takes the spirit into flightwith
sculpture made with old tools and welded steel. Her Sweet Flyer comes out of the
internd river of life, creativity and inginct. Harry Matti Hukkinen paints thegoddess
in his oil on canvas Vortex. Shehas shed he condraints and withoutshame she chooss
to step courageoudy into theunknown, willing to face anything, even death, for the
chance of living free.

Aaron Cohick states that freedomis aforce manifested throughaction, conaete and
papable. In his series of Gelf bindng bookK) DIY | (Sef-Relianas) and DIY |1 (Civil
Disobalience) hedistributes public domain manuscripts and asks the viewer to condruct
an experience throughwhich al involved redlize the infectiousempowerment of thar
own potential. NightMoonby Judy Aiello is an assemblage of composed fragile
elements, groupingsof similar forms alluding to congregation and isolation. Her forms
spin off from her persond processin a search for individud meaning within the
collective. Stefanie Sciarrino’s photograph Williamsburg #9 looksat what is unseen by
many and explores the human drive to leave a piece of themselves, literally leaving thar
mark ontheworld in her depictionsof thedoa's and walls of Williamsburg, Brookyn.
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Stina Marshall ddines freedomas theessentia act of theartist to surrende ideas, onto
canvas and into naure. She presents uswith theliberation of inne-monologues; the
psychological elements, thetears, thelove, the pan, the confuson -articulated into
tangible shgpes and color paternswith her Calculated Chaos created with pen andink,
and texture filter. Ruth A. Block’s Synthesis#2, an acrylic and mixed media collage,
takes usingdeto the heart and soul of the artist. Her use of theManddaform asafocus
point, allows theviewer to travel thelines of thework, smultaneoudy moving between
theinnea spaces of our own humanity and the physcality of the artists pdette and
compostion. Rhonda Schaller@ mixed mediaon paper Orangealtar: Rebirth looksat
the meaning of freedomfrom a spiritud point of view. Shestatesto befreeisher inng
hearts need to vibrate and excel its way out of meaninglessness.

it

The exhibition will be on view at the Rhonda Schaller Studio, 547 West 27t
Street, Suite 529, between 10t and 11t Avenues in Chelsea. Hours are Tuesday —
Saturday, 12pm — Spm. An Opening Reception for the artists will be held on
Saturday, March 10w 3-5 pm. For further information or photographs, please
contact the gallery at 212.967.1338. Exhibition catalogue available.

To view this exhibition online, please visit www.rhondaschallerchelsea.com.



